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2011 ELECTION SPECIAL’ 


News, results and gossip from the campaign 


TRUE FINNS 
GAIN IN 
FINLAND 
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Searchlight 
Educational 
Trust 


Due to circumstances beyond our control we now have a new date for this conference 


BRADFORD, LUTON, LEICESTER, 
NUNEATON, BLACKPOOL 
... Where next? 


Combating the English Defence League. How can 
we work together to tackle the threat to local 


A one-day conference at 
De Montfort Hall, Leicester 
Monday 27 June 2011 


Register here www.setrust.org.uk/hate-comes-to-town 


The English Defence League has brought tensions, divisions and even violence to towns 
and cities throughout Britain since its formation in 2009. The far-right group is widely 
accepted as being the biggest organised threat to community cohesion today. 


Join Searchlight Educational Trust at a unique one-day conference for community 
leaders, faith communities, local authority employees and elected members, and local 
and regional police forces where we will share and develop best practice on dealing 
with the EDL. Speakers will include Government representatives and experts in the 
field. The conference will explore: 

@ What exactly is the EDL? 

@ How should local authorities respond? 

@ How can community and faith groups unite local people? 

@ Are the police partners or simply defenders of law and order? 

@ How can we work with young people to reject the politics of hate? 

@ What is the role of local media? 
The conference, is being held in partnership with Leicester City Council and is 
supported by UNISON. You can register online at www.setrust.org.uk, via email at 
events@setrust.org.uk or by calling 020 7681 8647. The attendance fee is £80 per 
delegate; with a reduced rate of £40 for charities and individuals. 


o) Searchlight Educational Trust in partnership with 


€oJ Leicester City Council 


For more information and registration visit 
www.setrust.org.uk 


Searchlight Educational Trust, registered in England, company no 2738367 
Registered charity 1013880 


PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
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Editorial 


THE WRITING’S ON THE WALL 


NICK GRIFFIN is in a perilous state at the 
head of the BNP. Another appalling set of 
election results was made worse by his 
own positive pronouncements on the eve 
of the election. Griffin and the BNP might 
stumble on but British nationalism 
appears to be moving ahead without 
them. Eddy Butler has his sights set on 
the English Democrats, Richard Edmonds 
is in discussions with individuals and 
groups to the right of the BNP, while 
Andrew Brons MEP is trying to drive a 
coach of nationalist unity through the 
wreckage. 

Whatever happens over the next few 
months the HOPE not hate campaign will 
be there. This year, as in previous years, 
we, together with local anti-BNP groups 
and others, helped drive down the BNP 
vote and in the process demoralised its 
membership and contributed to its 
current state. Once again we combined 
excellent research, a good media strategy 
and targeted campaigning in the 
communities where the BNP was most 
active to good effect. Griffin's post- 
election outbursts against Searchlight are 
surely testament to our work. 

More importantly, however, | would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone around the country, past and 
present, who has helped the campaigns 
to beat the BNP and also the 1,024 
people who sent in congratulatory 
messages for our Wall of HOPE after the 
election. The BNP's defeat is our victory. 


AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE 

We have much to be proud of but there 
is still more work to do. The election 
results in Finland and forthcoming 
elections in Denmark and next year in 
France, coupled with rising anxiety over 
North African immigration in France and 
Italy, are set to push the political gravity 
across Europe to the right. Back in Britain, 
the success of the SNP in the Scottish 
Parliament and differences between 
public spending cuts in England, Wales 
and Scotland, coupled with the demise of 
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the BNP, is likely to lead to a rise in 
English nationalism. The popular support 
for the English Defence League is less 
about real fear about “militant Islam” 
but an angry and resentful English 
nationalism starting to stir. 

A rise in far-right violence could be 
another consequence of the decline of 
the BNP. A combination of far-right 
activists deciding that the electoral path 
to fascism is no longer possible and, as 
is reported in this edition of Searchlight, 
the increasing tie-up between the EDL 
“infidels” and the National Front could 
result in a return to more racially and 
politically motivated violent street- 
based activity. 

We need to hold our nerve, celebrate 
what is great about our country but also 
be mindful that we need to take people 
with us and not simply dismiss them 
and their concerns. As Griffin stares 
into the abyss we will be getting on 
with the task ahead. 


LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK 
With the elections behind us Searchlight 
and the HOPE not hate campaign are 
pausing to look at what we do well and 
where we need to improve. We have 
recently sent out questionnaires to our 
150,000 online supporters and our local 
HOPE not hate groups. Now we are keen 
to hear your views. Every Searchlight 
UK subscriber will receive a simple 
questionnaire with this magazine asking 
you your opinions about what we do — 
in regards to both the magazine and our 
general campaign. Please spare a 
moment to fill it in and return it to us. 
Your opinions are important to us and 
will enable us hopefully to become even 
more successful in the future. 


Nak Loos 


Nick Lowles editor 
e: nick@hopenothate.org.uk 
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THE SPECTRE of sectarian hatred reached a 
new level after Celtic manager Neil Lennon 
was attacked by a fan during the club's 
away match at Hearts, a club with a strong 
Protestant following. 

The former Northern Ireland international, 
a Roman Catholic, has long been the target 
of abuse and threats in Northern Ireland. 
The problem increased when he moved 
from Leicester City to play for Celtic in 
December 2000. He was forced to retire 
from international football in 2002 after 
death threats from loyalist paramilitaries. 
After a brief return to England Lennon 
returned to Celtic in 2008 as coach. 

Two people are currently under arrest in 
connection with letter bombs sent to him 
while others on both side of the water face 
investigation for bullets posted to him and 
internet-based death threats. 

Having lived, with his young family, under 
police protection for the past few months 
Lennon has continued as combative a career 
in the dugout as he did as a player. 


Since taking over as manager last year, 
the threats of violence have become even 
more sinister, if that is possible. After the 
Edinburgh incident the world finally sat up 
and took notice. 

“Scotland's shame” now has to be 
addressed. The rise of sectarianism and 
anti-lrish racism in Scottish football has 
been a growing concern for football's 
governing bodies. Violence and sectarian 
hatred at Old Firm games (Rangers v Celtic) 
appears to have got worse in recent years, 
not helped by frequent fighting between 
players on the pitch. 

The late and great Scotsman and 
former Liverpool manager Bill Shankly 
once famously said: “Some people 
think football is a matter of life and 
death. | assure you, it’s much more 
serious than that.” He never had the 
dubious pleasure, however, of managing 
either Glasgow Rangers or Glasgow 
Celtic. Life is far more dignified than 
football, occasionally. 
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Investigation 


BNP in meltdown 


As Andrew Brons gets ready to split from the BNP, Nick Lowles looks as a party in disarray 


earchlight can exclusively 
reveal that the British 
National Party's Yorkshire 


and Humber MEP is preparing to 
split from Nick Griffin and 
establish his own political party. 
Rumours about Andrew Brons's 
lukewarm loyalty have been 
circulating for some time but he 
now appears on the verge of 
making his move. This will split the 
party and leave Griffin with a small 
rump of supporters. 

But with other leading BNP 
members and former members 
already taking a stand against 
Griffin, the question is whether 
Brons has left it too late. 

Brons, who was elected as an 
MEP in 2009 at the same time as 
Griffin, has been increasingly 
distancing himself from Griffin for 
several months. He refused to be 
drawn into the long-running 
dispute between Eddy Butler and 
Griffin last summer and then acted 
as a mediator to look at possible 
changes to the BNP's constitution 
to placate some of party's 
internal critics. 

He has two of Griffin's fiercest 
opponents, Butler and Chris 
Beverley, on his European office 
staff, much to the anger of the 
BNP leadership. 

However, he has until now been 
careful to remain loyal to the 
party, if not to Griffin. Brons 
apparently wanted to be perceived 
not as the man who brought the 
party down but as the saviour of 
British nationalism. 

In late April he urged people to 
retain their party membership 
even if they disagreed with the 
leadership. While he tried to 
present this as loyalty to the party 
he made his own feelings on the 
BNP leadership quite clear. 
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“| have always tried to 
encourage members to renew and 
discourage members from leaving 
— whether to join other genuine 
but tiny nationalist parties or 
multi-racialist civic nationalist 
parties or simply to drop out of 
politics,” he wrote. “It has been 
an uphill struggle because of the 
level of discontent, especially 
among activists. 

“Some of that discontent (about 
the General Election result) was 
unwarranted, whilst some (about 
the need for greater financial 
accountability and constitutional 
reform) was (in my opinion) 
justified.” 

He then compared his attempts 
to keep the party together with 
the actions of those around Griffin 
who appeared quite prepared to 
drive out the leaders’ critics. 
“Members who dislike current 
leaders stay within their parties. 
Attending meetings of dissentient 
members is not a disciplinary 


Andrew Brons: 
will his move be 
too late? 


offence in other parties. Criticisms 
are made of leaders in other 
parties but they are made in 
measured terms. 

“We must turn our Party into 
one that is tolerant of dissent and 
open to free discussion. We must 
turn it into a democratic model 
that we can follow, if we should 
ever be entrusted with power. 

We must treat each other with 
respect and tolerance to demon- 
strate how we would manage the 
state if we were ever given 

the opportunity. If we behave like 
hyenas with PMT and run our Party 
as though it were Enver Hoxha’s 
Albania, we should not blame the 
British people for failing to elect us." 

However, it was clear that Brons 
was privately admitting that the 
BNP’'s days were numbered. 

Even if Griffin's opponents were 
able to oust him from the 
leadership, there was a question 
over whether there was a 
financially viable party to take over. 


Kieren Trent 
demonstrates his 
Nazi politics and 
(far right) on the 

campaign trail with 
Chris Beverley 


He began moves to launch a 
new party immediately after the 
local elections, but he dithered, 
unsure of whether the BNP 
membership truly believed the 
party was beyond saving. And as 
he dithered other events were 
occurring that threatened to 
overtake him. 

In late March Beverley told 
Brons he was leaving the BNP for 
the English Democrats (EDP). 
Brons was not happy but refused 
to condemn him or drop him from 
his staff. 

Many considered Beverley’s 
move the result of the party's 
refusal to support his candidature 
in Morley South but it now 
emerges that it followed 
discussions and planning with 
Butler, who was expelled from the 
BNP last autumn and continues 
unceasingly to criticise Griffin from 
his blog. 

Butler now considers the BNP to 
be finished and is quietly moving 
his supporters into the EDP. In 
total 15 of this year's 152 EDP 
council election candidates were 
identified by Searchlight as former 
BNP members, most in the orbit of 
Butler and Beverley. Among them 
are David Owens, the newly 
elected EDP councillor in Fenton 
ward, Boston, and the Broxbourne 
council candidates Ramon Johns, 
Steve McCole and the former 
NF-turned-BNP parish councillor 
Simon Deacon. 

Butler himself has not joined the 
EDP but his membership would 
probably be accepted. Robin 
Tilbrook, the EDP leader, admits to 
having had discussions with Butler 
and denies that the former BNP 
man has anything other than 
correct motives. 

“By joining the ED you are 


confirming you agree with our 
manifesto," says Tilbrook, who 
appears to have to no concern 
about the influx of former BNP 
members. He believes that these 
people have made the conscious 
choice to back a moderate pro- 
English party instead of an 
ethno-nationalist party such as 
the NF or a new party that he 
believes could emerge. 

“| think where this is going is 
that the BNP has gone beyond the 
point of no return, in terms of 
the meltdown within the party. 
What | expect to happen is the 
hardline faction, the ethno- 
nationalists, will either go to the 
National Front, some will stay with 
rump of the BNP while others will 
go to the England First Party or the 
British People's Party. | think the 
people who feel strongly about 
English national identity rather 
than ethnicity will come to us. 

“| think there’s a reasonably 
good chance that by the end of 
the year the English Democrats 
will be a party more prominent 
than the BNP.” 

Tilbrook probably underestimates 
Butler and is misguided about his 
motives. The BNP group moving 
into the EDP could turn into 
Tilbrook's “militant tendency”. 

In addition to the former BNP 
members who stood for the EDP 
there are dozens of others who 
actively campaigned for them. 
Among them was the core of 
what was the BNP’s youth 
group, Resistance, including the 
Nazi-saluting Kieren Trent. 
Helping Beverley were the West 
Yorkshire stalwarts David Exley 
and Nick Cass. 

David Owen coordinated his 
successful campaign in Boston 
together with Wayne McDermott, 


Brons urged 


people to 
retain their 
party 
membership 
even if they 
disagreed 
with the 
leadership. 
While he 
tried to 
present this 
as loyalty to 
the party he 
made his 
own feelings 
on the BNP’ 
leadership 
quite clear. 


formerly the BNP's Leicestershire 
organiser and one of the party's 
best election organisers. 

While many of these people 
might be considered modernisers 
in terms of promoting electoral 
success, it is clear that their 
nationalism is less about 
reasserting moderate Englishness 
and wholly about race. 

This is something Tilbrook could 
well learn in due course. 

A third group in opposition to 
Griffin is centred around the 
veteran fascist Richard Edmonds, 
who in late April announced 
that he was launching a 
challenge for the BNP leadership. 
Supporting Edmonds will be the 
remaining hardliners in the party 
— much of the North East and 
London, and some of the West 
Midlands, including many in 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

Of course Edmonds has no 
chance even of getting on the 
ballot paper to say nothing of 
winning. Even if Griffin decides 
not to move against him, Edmonds 
and his supporters will probably 
leave the BNP before too long. 
This could lead to a merger with 
remnants of the NF, the Bradford- 
based National Democrats and 
even the England First Party. 

Brons's departure will be the 
biggest blow for Griffin as it will 
thrust the internal divisions into 
the media spotlight further 
demoralising party members and 
deterring funding. However, 
events are moving so fast that 
the Yorkshire and Humber MEP 
might find few people left to join 
him in departing. What began as a 
carefully planned split to save 
British nationalism might end up 
as an attempt to jump from a 
sinking ship. a 
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Year 

2002 
2003 
2004 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2010 
2011 


Notes 


66 
220 
313 
363 
742 
612 
737 
258 


Elected 


Table 1 The rise and fall of the BNP 
BNP candidates 


Average vote 
11.6 
16.7 
16.1 
Zea? 
14.5 
13.9 
O55 
8.3 


*General election held on same day as local elections 


Election results by region. 


For a full listing of 2011 election results go to 


http://www.hopenotehate.org.uk/2011 


he British National 
Party suffered yet 
another electoral 


disaster last month, losing 
almost all the council seats it 
was defending without 
gaining any new ones. It was 
an electoral defeat that leaves 
Nick Griffin clinging onto 
power by his fingertips 

and his party on the brink 

of collapse. 

The far-right party 
managed to retain just two of 
the 11 seats it was defending, 
leaving the party with 13 
councillors, 12 at district 
level and one county 
councillor. This compares 
with a high of 55 just two 
years ago following the 2009 
local elections. 

Worse still, the BNP vote 
was well down on previous 
years, which will make it 
much harder for it to 
challenge for seats in the 
near future. 

The BNP had 258 
candidates in the English 
district council elections and 
averaged just 8.3% of the 
vote. This was a fall from 
14.5% in 2007 — the last time 
these specific seats were 
contested — and even down 
on the 9.5% it averaged last 


_ year when high turnout in the 


general election suppressed 
the BNP vote. 

The 14.5% average vote in 
2007 was achieved with 742 
candidates while 737 stood 
in 2010. 

There was even more 
miserable news for the party 
in the Scottish Parliament and 
Welsh Assembly elections. 


The BNP polled 0.8% of the 
vote in Scotland, down 33% 
on its 1.1% in 2007, while in 
Wales its vote dropped from 
4.3% last time to 2.4% now. 
This 44% fall was a personal 
humiliation for Griffin who 
even on election day was 
confidently boasting of 
SUCCESS. 


INDEPENDENTLY 
MINDED 

Griffin was quick to 
congratulate Catherine Duffy 
and Lynda Cromie, the two 
re-elected BNP councillors, 
but he had little for which to 
claim credit. Duffy, in East 
Goscote, on Charnwood 
district council, and Cromie, 
in Queensbury, Bradford, act 
semi-independently of the 
national BNP, with little or no 
mention of the party on their 
election leaflets. 

In truth they were re- 
elected because they were 
considered hard-working local 
councillors and both 
represented traditionally 
Conservative-leaning areas, 
so were unaffected by a 
Labour revival. 

For the rest of the BNP the 
election night was a disaster. 

The party did badly across 
the board, including in many 
of the local authorities where 
it had polled strongly in 
previous years. Despite 
Griffin's later boast that it had 
been the most professional 
election campaign to date, 
there was little sign of 
much campaigning in the 
majority of wards the BNP 
was contesting. 
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Table 2 The decline of the BNP in Stoke-on-Trent 


Year 


2003 6 
2004 8 
2006 8 
2007 10 
2008 10 
2010 6 
2011 10 


In Burnley, where once the 
BNP was the official 
opposition, the party 
struggled to deliver more 
than one leaflet across the 
key Hapton with Park ward 
that it was defending. 

In other areas, such as 
Sandwell, where the party 
once averaged 33% of the 
vote, there was no sign of 
any campaign at all. 

Several other local 
authorities where the party 
had polled well in previous 
years had no BNP candidates 
at all. 

In Yorkshire, the one victory 
in Queensbury could not 
disguise what had been an 
appalling election campaign. 
The number of candidates 
was down on previous years 
and the party was rocked 
with several high-profile 
defections to the English 
Democrats shortly before 
nominations closed. 

The elections confirmed 
that West Yorkshire BNP is 
largely defunct, with the 
possible exception of 
Calderdale, 
although even 
here its vote, 
was well 
down, and 
that the 
party had 
gone into 
reverse in 
South 
Yorkshire. 


10 | Searchlight | June 2011 


CandidatesAverage vote 


Eelcted 
27.2 
20.9 
29.8 
28.3 
26.8 
16.5 
12.8 


Oo OW WW a> |= 


The relatively poor results in 
Barnsley reflected the bad 
result in the Barnsley Central 
parliamentary by-election in 
March and the lack of 
candidates in Sheffield was 
a sign of another near- 
defunct branch. 

Its only glimmer of hope 
was Rotherham, where the 
party averaged 16.7% in 
the wards it contested. 

While this was well down 
on previous years it still 
represented its highest 
average vote in any local 
authority where it fielded 
more than five candidates. 

The BNP's recent growth in 
Greater Manchester has been 
reversed, with a combination 
of poor votes in those areas it 
contested and an absence of 
candidates in other places 
where it has polled well in the 
past. There were no 
candidates in Oldham and 
Bury, and only three in Wigan 
compared to the 19 who 
stood last year. 

The decline of the BNP in 
Burnley is obviously 
welcome; especially as there 
had been concern that some 
disaffected Liberal Democrats 
might switch to the BNP 
rather than vote Labour. 
There is a real prospect of the 
BNP losing its remaining 
councillor next year. 

The BNP did appalling 
across Merseyside. 

The North East region of 
the BNP has been 
in open 

Adam Walker: arrested 


after threatening 
children with a knife 


Losing out in Stoke-on-Trent: Michael Coleman and Steve Batkin 


rebellion against the party 
leadership for some time 
and this was reflected in the 
lack of candidates and 

the poor results where it 
did stand. There were no 
candidates in Sunderland 
and Gateshead, two councils 
where the BNP has fielded 
over 40 candidates in 
previous years, and its vote 
in other areas fell. 

The 2007 elections saw a 
strong BNP performance 
across the East Midlands, 
with an average 24.1% of 
the vote in the five wards it 
contested in North West 
Leicestershire, 22.1% in 
14 wards in Charnwood, 
19.8% in five wards in Blaby, 
16.4% in 10 wards in 
Broxtowe, 19.1% in five wards 
in Leicester, 16.2% in six 
wards in Ashfield and 12.4% 
across 12 wards in Lincoln. 

The 57 candidates in these 
seven local authorities 
averaged 18.2% of the vote. 
This time the BNP contested a 
mere four seats. 

The Black Country was 
formerly a BNP stronghold, 
with councillors in Sandwell 
and Dudley. In 2006 the 
BNP's Russell Green won the 
Princes End ward in Sandwell 
with 43.5% of the vote. This 
time he came last with a 
poor 14%. 


THE MISSING JEWELS 
For the first time in many 
years the BNP has no 
representation on Stoke-on- 
Trent council, a city that 
Griffin once described as the 
party's “jewel in the crown”. 


Only 16 months ago the BNP 
had nine councillors in the 
city, its second largest 
councillor group after Barking 
and Dagenham. 

The scale of the defeat in 
Stoke-on-Trent was large. 
Every BNP candidate lost by a 
sizeable margin, including 
Michael Coleman, the leader 
of the BNP group on the 
council, whose 24.3% of the 
vote was a long way off 
Labour's 45.1%. The result 
was even more satisfying in 
that the Labour candidate 
was a Muslim woman and 
the BNP campaign largely 
focused on an imagined 
threat from Muslims. 

The local BNP angrily cried 
foul and promised to be 
back stronger next year but 
as table 2 shows the party 
has been experiencing 
steady decline over the past 
three years. 

Its anger was matched in 
other parts of the country. 
As the BNP campaign began 
to unravel several of its 
candidates and supporters 
became increasingly 
aggressive and even violent. 
There were incidents of 
intimidation and harassment 
in Thurrock, Luton, Burnley, 
Barnsley and County 
Durham, to name but a few. 

On election day, BNP 
candidates and supporters 
even blocked the entrance to 
a count and a Labour 
supporter in a wheelchair 
was hit by eggs. A few days 
earlier, the BNP’s national 
organiser Adam Walker was 
arrested after chasing a 


Table 3 Local authority average vote 


Local authority 


Hartlepool 
Middlesbrough 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
North Tyneside 
South Tyneside 


Allerdale 
Blackburn with Darwen 
Bolton 

Burnley 

Carlisle 

Cheshire 

Copeland 

Eden 

Knowsley 

Liverpool 

Manchester 

Pendle 

Salford 

Sefton 

St Helens 

Stockport 

Tameside 

Warrington 

Wigan 

Arun 

Maidstone 

Medway 
Southampton 
Windsor & Maidenhead 
Bristol 

Poole 

Swindon 

Birmingham 

Cannock Chase 
Coventry 

Dudley 

East Staffordshire 
Nuneaton & Bedworth 
Sandwell 

Solihull 

Stafford 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Telford & Wrekin 
Wolverhampton 
Worcester 


2011 
candidates 
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2007 
Vote candidates 


13.5 


10.5 


12.4 
10.2 
10.7 


12.8 


Vote 


17.4 
8.5 
8.6 
9.1 


8.6 


17.9 

toe, 
16.1 
22.8 
14.5 


18.2 
6.3 
16.1 
16.3 
13.6 
78 
7b 
9.6 
16.7 


10.7 
21.2 
8.4 
8.1 


13.4 
14.9 


12.0 
8.1 
239 
13 
18.7 
20.5 


24.6 
17.2 


28.3 


15 
Ags 


Local authority 


Basildon = 


Braintree 

Luton 

Maldon 
Southend 
Tendring 
Thurrock 
Amber Valley 
Blaby 

Bolsover 
Charnwood 
Corby 

Derby 

East Northants 
Kettering 
Northampton 
Nottingham 
NW Leicestershire 
Wellingborough 


Barnsley 
Bradford 
Calderdale 
Doncaster 
Kingston upon Hull 
Kirklees 
Leeds 
Rotherham 
Sheffield 
Wakefield 
York 


Gateshead 
Blackpool 
Broxbourne 
Epping Forest 
Bury 
Broxtowe 
Lincoln 
Oldham 
Sunderland 
Stockton 


DNS = Did not stand 


2011 


candidates 
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49 
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IED 45-162 
4.1 7 15.3 
8.8 DNS 
11.2 16 24.5 
4.8 4 12.8 
10.7 ss 1918 
13.8 1 44.5 
25.0 a RP 
6.5 DNS 
8.7 DNS 
43 DNS 
6.8 DNS 
6.0 s 152 
951 DNS 
20.1 Be 244 


8.8 Lae 
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11.4 12 15.3 
9.4 Sierra iti 
6.9 3 10.1 
4.1 22 16.5 
10.1 33 41:3 
16.7 6 = 30:0 
53 7 14.8 
8.1 12 14.7 
27. 2 9:7. 
8 11.8 

13 93 

7 ABA 

9 19:33 

5 18.9 

Bo F139) 

10 16.4 

12 12.4 

5 16.3 

27 10.8 

Dalal 


June 2011 | Searchlight | 11 


2011 Election analysis | 1 Election analysis 


Election at a glance 


@ BNP routed 


@ BNP wiped out in Stoke-on-Trent 

@ BNP vote collapses across country 

@ BNP only wins two seats 

@ BNP fails to make breakthrough in Wales 
@ Griffin blames everyone bar himself 


@ Open revolt among BNP members 
@ 700 people sign Wall of HOPE 


group of children on bikes 
and threatening them with 
a knife. 


PARALLEL UNIVERSE 
Nick Griffin must have 
watched the results come in 
with increasing horror, 
knowing full well that a 
second electoral drubbing 
could signal the end of the 
BNP. He had spent the final 
week of the campaign in 
Wales hoping that success 
there would offset failure in 
England. He was so sure of 
victory that he went to the 
count in Swansea, only to see 
his party's vote collapse. 
What followed was the 
usual Griffin reaction to 
political defeat — at best 


[ 
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ignore it and at worst cry foul. 

“Here in Swansea our vote 
doesn't match the great 
public response of last few 
days,” the BNP leader noted 
on Twitter as the count 
began. “Weird.” 

This soon turned to 
conspiracy. The BNP was not 
only up against rival political 
parties but the sinister state 
machine. The Electoral 
Commission had tried to shut 
the party down, while 
worried faceless bureaucrats 
had even redrawn the Stoke- 
on-Trent electoral boundaries 
just to undermine the BNP's 
chances. At one point during 
the campaign Griffin had 
claimed that the whole AV 
referendum was a sinister plot 


Table 4 Top ten individual votes 


Ward 

East Gascote 
Queensbury 

Meir North 

Hapton with Park 
Bentilee & Ubberley 
Abbey Hulton & Townsend 
Whitwick 

Shirebrook North West 
Syston East 

Illingworth & Mixenden 


We ... have been 
handicapped by 
the energy and 
money we have 

had to expend in 
beating off the 

attempts of 
the Equality 

Commission and 

a team of 
Searchlight moles 
and malcontents to 
break and bankrupt 
us from without 
and disrupt us 
from ‘within’ 
NICK GRIFFIN 


Local Authority % 
Charnwood 42.3 
Bradford 34.8 
Stoke-on-Trent 24.3 
Burnley 235 
Stoke-on-Trent DET. 
Stoke-on-Trent 20.3 
NW Leicestershire 20.1 i 
Bolsover 19.4 
Charnwood 18.6 
Calderdale 18.3 


to defeat the BNP because 
the state realised the party 
was so dangerous. 

Griffin also had some 
choice words to say about 
Searchlight's intelligence 
operation, claiming: “We ... 
have been handicapped by 
the energy and money we 
have had to expend in 
beating off the attempts of 
the Equality Commission 
and a team of Searchlight 
moles and malcontents 
to break and bankrupt us 
from without and disrupt 
us from ‘within'.” 

Aside from his conspiracy 
mentality, Griffin simply could 
not admit to any personal or 
political failings by himself or 
his party. They ran, he 


ey 
1s 
ae i 


Election results by region. 
For a full listing of 2011 election results go to 
http://www.hopenotehate.org.uk/2011 


Table 5 Remaining BNP councillors 


Councillor Ward Local authority Re-election year 
Pat Richardson Loughton Broadway Epping Forest 2012 
Lewis Allsebrook Heanor West Amber Valley 2012 
Cliff Roper Heanor East Amber Valley 2012 
Adam Grant Marsden Pendle 2012 
Sharon Wilkinson Hapton with Park Burnley 2012 
Martyn Findley Barpool Nuneaton & Bedworth 2012 
Will Blair Maltby Rotherham 2012 
Tom Bates Illingworth & Mixenden Calderdale 2012 
Sharon Wilkinson Padiham & Burnley West — Lancashire County Council 2013 
Brian Parker Marsden Pendle 2014 
Paul Cromie Queensbury Bradford 2014 
Catherine Duffy East Goscote Charnwood 2015 
>. Lynda Cromie Queensbury Bradford 2015 
Holding on (above) Catherine Duffy and f 
(below) Lynda Cromie 
claimed, the most London was never achievable and modernise victory would 
professional and sophisticated but Griffin raised expectations eventually be theirs. 
campaign to date but “were among his members only for “The Guardian, Searchlight 
generally steam-rollered by them to be humiliatingly let and their useful idiots, and 
Labour's well-financed and down. A year later and Griffin every Nazi crank under the 
superbly organised election was making the same boasts _ sun, will spend the next week 
machine, which works hand- _— about the party's forthcoming _ or so in a mini-orgy of writing 
in-glove with electoral success and political off the party, and me,” Griffin 
Searchlight/UAF smear- importance. wrote in obvious anger. 
mongers to get maximum For this, he has no one to “lI can assure you that, as 
turn-out of Labour's client blame but himself. usual, their wishful thinking 
blocks while artificially The future does not look will come to nothing. 
depressing our vote. This good for Griffin. Even if he “The British National Party 
deprived some of our best manages to retain control and _ is here to stay, and | 
councillors, including in Stoke __ the party avoids bankruptcy personally have been 
and Burnley, of their seats.” there is nothing to indicate absolutely invigorated by the 
Without taking anything that its political fortunes will incredible level of support 
away from the local Labour change anytime soon. The | have encountered from the 
parties, especially in Stoke- BNP has just 12 district public over the campaign. 
on-Trent, to describe Labour —_ councillors left, of whom | know exactly what we have 
as a “superbly organised eight are up for election in to do to move forward, and 
election machine" is quite 2012. With demoralisation | know that, together, we can 
wide of the mark. deepening and membership make it work. This is a 
The truth is that the BNP haemorrhaging, another year moment that requires not 
was undone by a of political failure and defeat —_ navel-gazing, negativity and 
combination of poor beckons. scapegoating, but intelligent 
leadership, demoralisation The BNP eventually analysis, level-headed 
among activists and admitted that the results had —_ experience and positive 
supporters, a resurgent not been good but Griffin leadership. You'll get all that 
Labour Party now in was still positive about the from me — cross my heart!" 
opposition and adetermined _ future. He linked the party's Griffin claims to have all the 
and more focused anti-fascist | poor performance to that of answers, the problem for him 
movement. other small parties and is that the electorate and 
The BNP has never promised that as long as they _ increasingly his own members 
recovered from the drubbing —_ continued to move forward are tending to disagree. a 


it received in Barking and 
Dagenham last year when 
instead of taking control of its 
first council the party 
completely wiped out. 
Perhaps victory in east 
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Hone sows SS ee a ee 


A personal humiliation in Wales 


By Nick Lowles 


VATIONAL 


.0rg.uk 
309 4581 


KNOWING THAT the council election 
results across England were likely to 
be poor, the British National Party 
leader pinned all his political faith — 
and possibly his political future - on 
the Welsh electorate. In 2007 the BNP 
missed out on a seat in the North 
Wales region by 2,800 votes and 

Nick Griffin was hoping to do better 
this time. 

So sure was the BNP of success in 
Wales that Griffin confidently 
predicted victory on the eve of the 
election. “Unless there’s enormous 
fraud, we've got a seat down here,” 
he told his supporters. 

Dismissing the impact of the anti- 
BNP campaign, Griffin concluded: 
“They simply love this party. 
Something quite astounding is 
happening right now.” 

His views were echoed by Simon 
Darby, a BNP spokesman, who wrote 
on his blog: “Just got back from South 
Wales where I can report that there is 
huge support for the British National 
Party right through the Welsh Valleys.” 

As has become common, the gap 
between the propaganda on the BNP 
website and the reality on the ground 
was huge. In an echo of the atrocious 
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Welsh regional vote 

: selec! Ss 

North Wales 48 25 -48% 

Mid and West Wales 2.9 1.3 -56% 

South Wales West 5.6 = 3.1 < 45% 

South Wales Central 3.8 1.8 -53% 
-23% 


South Wales East 47 3.6 


Oldham by-election campaign earlier’ 
this year, visitors to the party website 
were treated to a steady diet of claims 
of organisational sophistication, a 
welcoming public and pending 
electoral success. 

At the beginning of April we were 
told that 100,000 “warm-up leaflets” 
had already been delivered to Welsh 
voters, with another 900,000 about to 
go out by post. “These leaflets will be 
followed by more mail-shots for the 
individual target seats,” the BNP 
boasted. 

Supporters did not have to wait long 
to read about the impact of this 
mailshot. “This morning the phone 
has not stopped ringing,” announced 
the BNP website just two days later. 


“The initial response is incredible.” 

Ten days later the mood was equally 
euphoric as the party launched its 
Welsh manifesto. “We got great 
support, and there was not an Islamo- 
Marxist or policeman in sight, just the 
way it should be,” Darby noted. 

So sure was the party of success that 
Griffin spent the entire final week of 
the campaign in Wales. He was joined 
by Adam Walker, the BNP’s national 
organiser, and the misnamed Truth 
Truck. “There is a great feeling on the 
ground, with Nick recognised by 
everyone we meet,” said Walker. 
“Everyone is wishing us well, and there 
is a very positive atmosphere here.” 

Of course, the reality on the ground 
proved somewhat different. Not only 
did the BNP fail to win, its vote was 
well down on 2007. 

Griffin was at the Swansea count in 
obvious anticipation of what he 
believed was going to be the party’s 
one victorious moment of an 
otherwise miserable election 
campaign. It was soon evident that 
events were not going to plan. 

“Here in Swansea our vote doesn't 
match the great public response of last 
few days,” the BNP leader noted on 
twitter. “Weird.” 

Defeat, it appeared, was being 
snatched from the jaws of victory once 
again. “Our Welsh vote is up, but not 
enough,” he tweeted a short while 
later. “Not for lack of trying, we ran a 
good campaign with funds available.” 

Griffin was trying to put a positive 
spin on yet more bad news by lying 
about the results. Rather than the 
BNP’s vote being “up”, the opposite 
was the case. In 2007 the BNP took 
4.3% of the vote in Wales; four years 
later it had slipped to just 2.4%, a 
44% drop. 

The decline in some of its regional 
votes was even greater. 

“We're not even supposed to be 
here, let alone standing,” Griffin noted 
on the eve of the election after what he 
considered was a state plot to close 
the party down. After yet another 
humiliating electoral defeat Griffin's 
prediction mightsooncometrue. M& 


Paul Meszaros explains the BNP win in Bradford 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL 
PARTY in Bradford has been 
in decline over a number of 
years and has never 
recovered from the setbacks 
inflicted upon it by the HOPE 
not hate campaign. From the 
highpoint in 2004, when it 
won four council seats at the 
all-out postal votes only 
election, the party has gone 
steadily downhill. 

All its original four 
councillors were soundly 
beaten and there have been 
no BNP candidates at all in 
Keighley since 2007. The fact 
that in this former stronghold 
the BNP could only muster 
one candidate in this year's 
elections is testament to that 
decline. Many of the former 
activists and candidates have 
dropped out of politics, joined 
other small far-right groups or 
in one case set up a new 
party. All these splinter parties 
performed badly. 

However the BNP's one 
candidate was Lynda Cromie, 
part of the husband and wife 
team who represent 
Queensbury ward. Like her 
husband Paul, who was 
narrowly elected last year, she 
saw off the threat from the 
Tory Party and was re-elected. 

Given the meltdown of the 
BNP both locally and 
nationally it is important for 
us to consider some of the 
issues relating to Queensbury 
and its BNP councillors. 

Queensbury is considered 
traditionally a strong 
Conservative ward. 
Geographically and socially it 
is remote from Bradford, 
sitting as it does at the 
highest point between 
Bradford and Halifax. 
Newsagents there sell more 
Halifax local papers than 
Bradford ones. Queensbury is 
considerably more affluent 


than most of Bradford yet it 
does seem to suffer from 
issues of identity, namely not 
feeling part of Bradford and 
seemingly threatened by 
Bradford's biculturalism. 
Queensbury remains 
overwhelmingly white. 

The Cromies have been 
threatening to quit the BNP for 
a number of years. Rumours of 
their disenchantment first 
surfaced before the European 
election of 2009 and they 
recently went as far as to 
declare publicly their split from 
the BNP. 

The leaflets that the pair 
have put out in Queensbury 
have either not mentioned 
the BNP at all or said the bare 
minimum. For example a 
Merry Christmas leaflet from 
2009 refers only to local 
groups and issues and is fairly 
uncontentious. Horror stories 
about marauding, TB infected 
asylum seekers have been 
replaced with stories about 
the Queensbury Scouts 
Marching Band. It is a good 
leaflet and it is also clearly an 
effective local message. 

It is common knowledge 
that the Cromies have 
wanted to defect to the 
Conservative Party, but were 
rejected because of their 
dubious provenance. It is also 
known that they considered 
running as independents but 
decided that this might harm 
them electorally. 

Paul Cromie, who is 
described as a self-made 
millionaire, has been no 
stranger to controversy during 
his time as a councillor with 
various allegations made 
about donations and his use 
of money. However despite 
this and perhaps to some 
extent because of it, he and 
his wife are regarded by many 
in Queensbury as legitimate 


HOPE "2" HATE 


Queensbury 


QUEENSBURY ELECTION SPECIAL 


GREAT NEWS FOR 
OUR DISTRICT 


PEOPLE FROM across the district 
including many from Queensbury 
signed a petition to stop the 
hateful English Defence league 
(EDL) from marching in Bradford. 
The EDL wanted to create mayhem =e 


in the district and their violent here, Extreme 


people were wary of them. 


7 wy J 


advocates for the area. 

This notion dovetails neatly 
with the bunker mentality and 
isolation mentioned earlier. It 
is a mixture that makes 
beating the BNP there 
increasingly difficult. 

HOPE not hate once again 
targeted this ward, indeed in 
an April day of action the 
whole ward was leafleted in 
one afternoon, but it is clear 
that the efficacy of our 
intervention is greatly 
diminished in Queensbury 
compared to elsewhere in the 
county. In a ward where only 
the Conservatives can 
realistically beat the BNP, we 
are hampered by their poor 
local campaigning. 

The Cromies are seemingly 


int enel the end, poverigad in our district 
rejected the extremists and sent a 
clear message to all outside 
agitators ~ you and your 
xtremist ideas are not wanted 
answers were not 
appropriate then and they are not 


Bucking the trend 


April 2011 


ensconced for now and, with 
their own version of 
community politics and 
significant local personal 
support, will be difficult to 
defeat. Only by matching 
them locally, by being 
relevant and in tune with 
local anxieties, will either of 
the main parties be able to 
dislodge them. The Tories 
have failed and as stated it is 
not “natural” Labour 
territory, but somebody needs 
to pick up the gauntlet and 
rise to the challenge. HOPE 
not hate Yorkshire will be 
here to help regardless. & 


Paul Meszaros is the 


HOPE not hate Yorkshire co- 
ordinator 
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Read all 
about it 


Searchlight's research team spreads election 
havoc on BNP. Simon Cressy reports. 


ar-right organisations such as the 

British National Party have been 

quick to exploit social networking 
sites such as Facebook and Twitter to 
spread their message to a wider 
audience. But new technology can also 
be a hindrance, especially just before an 
election, as the BNP found out to its cost 
last month. 

While the “official” BNP pages on 
Facebook and Twitter are heavily 
censored and any offending material 
speedily removed, the same cannot be 
said of the pages of its individual 
members and candidates. 

In the weeks leading up to the 
election several local newspapers 
highlighted the online exploits of a 
number of BNP candidates and officers 
after Searchlight researchers drew the 
attention of journalists in strategically 
important election areas to some highly 
embarrassing Facebook pages. 

The first was the St Helens Reporter, 
which told the story of James Winstanley, 
the BNP candidate for Bold in St Helens. 
Winstanley, an active member of the BNP 


James 
Winstanley 
with Nick 
Griffin 
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are back 


and part of its north west 
security team, boasted on 
his Facebook page that 
after a member of the 
public had refused to 
accept a BNP leaflet he might return 

and post excrement through the 

person's letterbox. 

The Newcastle Chronicle reported 
the exploits of the Newcastle upon 
Tyne council hopeful Anita Cooper. 
Under the name “Anita MrsBnp 
Cooper", the Facebook profile page of 
the BNP candidate for Fawdon included 
sick jokes about the Pakistan floods that 
killed more than 1,500 people. 

In one post Cooper showed support for 
the killer Raoul Moat when she wrote: 
“Why can't the news just leave Raoul 
Moat alone, the poor lad has gone now. 
RIP big lad.” 

Cooper told the Chronicle: “\'m 
totally unaware of any racist remarks. 
It very much sounds like it was hacked 
as | don't use Facebook a great deal.” 

Simon Darby, the BNP's spokesman, 
was quick to repeat the claim that , 
candidates’ Facebook pages had been 
hacked. Others, however, admitted 
the offensive postings. 

Once of these was Nancy Shaw- 
Farmer, the candidate for Roe Lee in 
7) Blackburn with Darwen. When the 
) Lancashire Telegraph reported how 
her Facebook page was jam- 
packed with vile racist 
jokes and comments, 
Shaw-Farmer 
defended her what 
she had written and 
refused to apologise. 

Another Blackburn 
candidate used 

Facebook to write a 
tribute to Adolf 
Hitler. Robin Evans 


Good times 


at Stanley! 


] It's been the warmest, 
Sunniest April on record, 
@ says weather expert 


Election candid i 
BEI ate in storm 
racist slurs’ on her Facebook 


‘VILE’ 


m3 


over 
page 


soy ROP teary maseT OUR FAULETT 
revenge 284 59999 
stood in Shadsworth 
with Whitebirk and is also the party's 
local organiser. 

He told the Lancashire Telegraph: 
“Facebook is not my political 
battleground. It's not the BNP’s forum. 
It's my forum if | want to wish Colonel 
Gaddafi or Adolf Hitler a happy 
birthday. People can read what they 
want into it." 

He added: “Everything | put on 
Facebook, of course | stand by it.” 

Thurrock candidate Mick Braun was 
probably the worst. Contacted by the 
Thurrock Gazette after Searchlight had 
passed it a file of Braun's postings, 
Braun, who actually comes from 
neighbouring Havering, claimed his 
Facebook page had been hacked. 

In one comment Braun, who stood in 
Tilbury Riverside & Thurrock Park, 
advocated spraying Asian and gay 
people with hydrochloric acid. 

Braun also suggested posting a Molotov 
cocktail through the letterbox of an Asian 
family that had just moved next door to 
one of his Facebook friends and setting 
fire to mosques in response to Islamist 
extremists burning the Union Jack. 

Another man spotted by the 
Searchlight research team was Steven 
Moore, the party's Northern Ireland 
organiser and Assembly candidate. 
Moore featured in the Sunday World 
because of references he made on his 
Facebook page to killing the Celtic 
manager Neil Lennon. 

The newspaper also revealed Moore 
has an Asian father-in-law despite 
regularly referring to Asians as 
“ragheads” a 


IN NO FEE BASI: 
hrm ot volitors 


No alternative? 


The local elections provided mixed solace for minor 
nationalist parties as they strove to present themselves as an 
alternative to the BNP. David Williams reports 


WITH NICK GRIFFIN and the British 
National Party facing 
Gétterddmmerung there was not much 
to cheer for other nationalist parties, 
such the UK Independence Party and 
English Democrats Party (EDP), which 
were no doubt hoping to mop up 
some of the vote and in some cases 
the activists that have been 
abandoning the ailing BNP. 

Despite having 12 MEPS, the UKIP, 
by far the largest of the “others”, has 
traditionally struggled outside the 
cycle of European elections, seen by 
many voters as a single issue party and 
largely irrelevant to their concerns at 
local elections. Although it beat the 
BNP in a parliamentary by-election in 
its old stamping ground of Oldham 
earlier this year, and more recently in 
Barnsley, this year’s local elections 
proved something of a damp squib for 
the UKIP. 

The party, which fought the election 
under a populist “we the people” 
banner, fielded 1,217 candidates but 
added just four to its 19 council seats, 
despite claiming it was poised to make 
“significant gains”. Recent academic 
studies have highlighted that the UKIP 
is beginning to impinge upon the 
electoral constituency that the BNP 
once took for granted. However, on 
current form it appears that the UKIP 
derived no tangible benefit in these 
elections from the supposed de- 
alignment of BNP voters. 

Nor did the absence of a BNP 
candidate in the Leicester South 
parliamentary by-election boost the 
UKIP’s performance noticeably. 

The UKIP candidate polled 994 votes 
(2.9%), a marginal improvement on 
last year’s general election result when 
the party polled 720 votes (1.5%). 
Then the UKIP finished behind both 


the Greens and the BNP whose 
candidate polled 1,418 votes (3%). 
BNP voters do not appear to have 


decamped en masse to the UKIP in the 


absence of a BNP candidate. 

The EDP’s local election results were 
similarly unimpressive. The party 
emerged with two councillors, a net 
gain of one. Both were in Boston's 


Fenside ward where Dave Owens, until 


very recently a BNP councillor in the 
same ward, stood under the EDP 
banner after defecting earlier this year. 
Claiming to have “drawn a line under 
my association with the BNP”, Owens 
was re-elected together with the other 
EDP candidate, Elliot Fountain. 

Elsewhere the EDP struggled to 
capitalise on the infusion of support it 
gained from several BNP members 
who joined the party before the 
election, a number of whom stood as 
candidates. 

Foremost among these was Chris 
Beverley in Morley South, Leeds, who 
took a respectable 19.5% of the vote. 
While this was well down on the 32.9% 
that won him the seat for the BNP in 
2006, only seven BNP candidates 
polled a larger share and it was only 
just short of the 21.2% he achieved in 
the same ward in 2010 when he lost 
his seat. 

The EDP also polled respectably in 
Broxbourne, where its four candidates, 
again all former BNP activists, 
averaged 18% of the vote. This 
included 28.1% in Rosedale, a ward 
where the BNP won in 2003. 

The EDP failed to make any tangible 
breakthrough in either Doncaster, 
where the party has a mayor, or in 
Dartford where a strong local branch 
fielded 24 candidates. 

The more hardline England First 
Party, led by former BNP member 


Former BNP members Chris Beverley (above) and Steve 
McCole poll respectably for the English Democrats 


Mark Cotterill, had candidates in 
Preston, Stoke-on-Trent, Wigan, 
Pendle and Darlington. Cotterill 
himself polled 15.5% in Preston, while 
Mark Leat gained 19.2% in Sanford 
Hill, Stoke-on-Trent, and John Barnett 
got 15.5% in nearby Meir Hay. 

Despite these respectable results 
the EFP appears to have little long- 
term future. 

The National Front fielded eight 
candidates across England but only 
two received more than 10% of the 
vote, with Adrian Woodhouse, in 
Sandwell’s Tipton Green, topping the 
list with just 12.1%. 
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Home news — 


As the final results were being announced, we asked our supporters what the defeat of the 
BNP meant to them. Over 1,000 people sent in WEI Here are wee a few of them. 


f x ¢ 

‘ G 
wit ae 2D eee Sots ‘ ‘ abe he 
we ; oe $4 Z ids 
; F pete : t4- ‘ 


. 8 
a) 


2 ps) 
GS Sea eZ a EH 


sa ik J 7S pos Phe Dies BA PES: 


—s 


s-4 


a ee 7 Ame Ae 4 ae] 


“3+ § drchlight? june 2011" 
pegs | Re ee sare A fe 
i 


4 ite fy 3 > j : , i . 
: ot hpe f - A £ rf pv nt > 4 r 5 
} Uartly , : 
1 eens a . < . | yy. [ J: ré . ' Cao”: Pa te 
fs — a. iv ~ “ase = a f 
heat = = lt pest la. cE tn an BM NE el OES reo el ce TE a ascetic Z 2 eee BB ow eas Se 


ae Sau pens 7 eis 


oO + ca Sse 


To see the ful Wall i HOPE visit 
| www.hopenothate.org.uk 


laelines wig Ra 


rireti Searchlight ¥ 9 


[EDL news in brief news in brief 


EDL left at a loose end 


THE DECISION by the social 
networking site Facebook to remove 
the English Defence League’s 
80,000-strong fan page just before 
the royal wedding on 29 April took 
the leadership by surprise and left a 
large dent in its organisational 
capability. Having switched some 
months before to using internet 
forums for the EDL's hard core, there 
was some surprise among the 
group's leaders that at least 60,000 
people did not follow them to the 
pay sites that the group now prefers 
followers to use to hear their 
innermost and darker thoughts. 

A minor explosion of EDL blogs 
soon vanished once the hosts’ 
administrators became aware of 
their contents. 

The proposed EDL protective “ring 
of steel” around the royal wedding 
failed to materialise as the diminutive 
leader himself, Stephen Yaxley 
Lennon, preferred to jet away for 
some sunshine instead of performing 
his patriotic duty. 

Both the British National Party and 


Baklava 


IT SEEMS ALL is not well in Essex. Bill Baker 
the leader of the now minuscule English 
Nationalist Alliance, has picked an online 
fight with the Essex EDL divisional leader 
Paul Pitt, aka Paul Prodromou (pictured). 
Baker, who could fall out with himself if he 
were left on his own, wrote “Paul Pitt, real 
name Paul Prodromou and supposed Essex i 
organiser seems to be carrying on [sic] 
attacks on me. Seems his Turkish Cypriot 
roots are shining through. Laughable saying (ae 
| am a lefty infiltrator as most people that 
know me also know my opinion of leftwing 
and Islamic scum. Not to be trusted at all so 
steer well clear of him." 

Pitt's reply was: “Ok let me put this 
straight it is Greek you silly numpty c**t 
Ok just to recap on what I've said Bill 
Baker has been thrown out of every group 
he has joined he is a traitor a bully and has 
caused trouble within every group he has 
joined | don't care if you block him if you 
don't when the shit hits the fan do not say 
| never warned you.” 


the much smaller England First Party 
tried to call upon the services of EDL 
divisions that were kicking their heels 
during the election campaign, hoping 
to fill the gap in activity left by 
Yaxley Lennon's absence. The EFP 
standing in Stoke-on-Trent was 
particularly keen to entice the EDL 
into electioneering for it, but it was 
noticeable around the country how 
little part the EDL played in physically 
campaigning for the far right. 


i See 
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‘Infidels’ link up with 
National Front 


THE EMBRYONIC Infidels, followers of 
the llama farmer and former crack addict 
John “Snowy” Shaw, had no problem 
teaming up with the National Front in 
Newcastle to launch another in a series 
of attacks on socialist and progressive 
paper sellers in the town centre on St 
George's Day. While the NF believes it is 
in a tug of war with the mainstream EDL 
over a number of issues, including 
support for Israel, the EDL's leadership 
seems content to have cut Shaw and co 
loose to allow him to team up with the 
likes of the NF's North East organiser 
Simon Biggs. 

Shaw has continued to encourage the 
feud against the EDL leadership, even 
giving the impression to his Facebook 
followers in early May that he had been 
attacked in his own home by a 
“midget”, which is Infidel-speak for 
Yaxley Lennon. The rival factions 
continue to exchange threats and 
preparations were well under way for 
another series of clashes between the 
two groups in Blackpool, unsurprisingly 
outside a kebab shop, last month. 


EDL leader convicted 

Yaxley Lennon was found guilty of a 
public order offence at West London 
Magistrates’ Court in May. The charge 
arose from his flying attack on members 


~ of the Islamist extremist group Muslims 


Against Crusades after they burned 
poppies on Armistice Day. He was 
ordered to pay £315 in fines and costs, 
and intends to appeal. 

Outside the court EDL supporters 
clashed with a group of young Muslims. 
Five people were arrested for public 
order offences. 


into the sewers of the far right 


TRAGEDY AND FARCE 

Unseated on the battlefield, Richard III 
famously cried “A horse, a horse, my 
kingdom for a horse!" 

There's perhaps not an unstriking 
similarity to the desperate plight of 
British National Party leader Nick Griffin 
on election night. Griffin was reported 
to be driving around Wales, allegedly, 
in a desperate hunt for a photo 
opportunity with a winning BNP 
candidate. In the space of a few hours 
after polls closed he apparently tried to 
gain access to election counts in 
Bridgend, Cardiff and Swansea in 
pursuit of rumours and speculation on 
Twitter. An almost impossible feat 
perhaps, but if you had been all over 
the internet promising that the Welsh 
had succumbed to the dubious charms 
of Koran burners, wife beaters and race 
haters, and had even breathlessly 
broadcast: “There really is something 
phenomenal going on down here ... 
Unless there is enormous fraud we've 
got a seat down here ...", you'd be 
sure to make an effort too. 

What was “phenomenal” perhaps 
was the sheer gall of Griffin and his 
cronies in breathing life back into the 
old lie lorry, or as the BNP call it the 
“truth truck". The discredited former 
Yorkshire organiser lan Kitchen was 
apparently the man behind the truck's 
revival but, never one to miss an 
opportunity, Griffin was soon tweeting 
and begging his gormless members to 
pay for the truck's fuel. After all, there 
really was “something phenomenal" 
going on down there. By the next 
morning, | guess, it was no more than 
the aforementioned fraud after all. 

Sticking with the Shakespearian 
theme, the romance of the BNP's very 
own Romeo and Juliet, former BNP 
North East organiser Cheryl “Chez” 
Dunn and BNP youth leader Kieren 
Trent, ended quite tragically too. 

Dunn was arrested with Trent in Milton 
Keynes “for the cause” during the 


News from 
the sewers 


Matthew Collins shines his Searchlight 
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election campaign, went leafleting for 
the rival English Democrats in Leeds 
with him during the election campaign 
and even quit the party in support of 
him when he was exposed by HOPE not 
hate as a Nazi-saluting Hitler admirer. 
Sadly for Dunn, Trent quickly moved on, 
not only politically but also romantically, 
while arguments over their unpopular 
political and romantic activities still 
raged. While Dunn is probably better off 


‘ without the pocket firebrand, Trent is 


seriously contemplating throwing 
himself at the mercy of the Catholic 
church. Given Trent's travels of late, 
| don't suppose his former mentor 
Matt Tait will be as forgiving. 

It wasn't just difficulties with their 
romances and Facebook pages that 
gave the BNP image problems during its 
disastrous election campaign. Excessive 
boozing on St George's day seemed to 
give the party a national hangover it'll 
probably still be trying to shake off for 
years to come. Searchlight was proud to 
expose five candidates in Yorkshire 
posing with air guns and rifles at a 
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campsite during a St George's Day bash 
which turned into an all-in drunken 
brawl that would appear to have cost 
the party a venue for this year's Red, 
White and Blue “family” festival. 
The party's drunken antics also spread to 
the North East, where the party manager 
Adam Walker was himself arrested at a 
St George's Day event, a second arrest 
for a cash strapped Walker. If the 
rumours are true regarding financial 
guarantees he allegedly gave on the 
party's behalf, he wasn't going to need 
his beloved jeep much longer anyway. 
The BNP's “Comical Ali", the 
Northern Ireland organiser Steve 
Moore, took a distinct hit of the 
Searchlight curse during the election. 
Exposed as a vile racist and sectarian 
bigot, he went into hiding from where 
he continued his vitriol against the 
world he had suddenly become too shy 
to meet face to face. What a shame 
that we never got to see his face when 
we exposed the fact that Moore had an 
Indian father-in-law who had paid for 
Moore's wedding. 
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FINLAND 


True Finns 
real winners 
in Finnish 
ballot 


By Jean-Yves Camus 


A NATIONALIST anti-immigration party 
ran out real winners in the Finnish 
parliamentary election on 17 April after 
polling a record 19.1%. The True Finns 
(Perussuomalaiset) won 39 seats, 
becoming the third largest party in 
parliament. Its leader, Timo Soini, 
received the highest number of personal 
preference votes of all the candidates in 
the election 

Coalition negotiations with the 
conservative National Coalition Party 
(NCP) and the Social Democrats failed, 
however, because the True Finns are 
strongly opposed to both the euro and 
European banking and financial bailouts 
and rejected cooperation with the NCP's 
chairman Jyrki Katainen. 

The True Finns polled only 0.05% 
below the Social Democrats and 1.3% 
less than the National Coalition. The 
more radical extreme-right Freedom 
Party (Vapauspuolue), led by Turku local 
councillor Olavi Maenpaa, took a mere 
0.15% of the vote. 

The True Finns, generally not regarded 
in Finland as an extreme-right party, was 
formed in 1995 as a successor to the 
populist, archconservative, agrarian 
Finnish Rural Party, which had only one 
MP. Its support has risen fast. 

In the 2003 parliamentary election the 
True Finns won three seats with 1.6% of 
the vote, rising to five seats with 4.1% 
in 2007. In the 2009 European election, 
it won a surprising 9.8%, sending Soini 
and Sempo Terho to Brussels where they 
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True Finns leader Timo 
Soini celebrates election 
breakthrough 


sit in the Europe of Freedom and 
Democracy group together with the UK 
Independence Party, the Northern 
League from Italy and the Danish 
People's Party. 

The party's success is mostly attributed 
to Soini's personal charisma and ability 
to address the frustrations of that part of 
the electorate that believes Finland has 
lost out in the EU integration process. 

Its agenda on social and economic issues 
is designed to appeal to the working 
and middle classes, with calls for more 
state protection against globalisation. 
Soini, 48, is an odd character: he is a 
devout Roman Catholic in a 
predominantly Lutheran country and 
converted as a result of his many trips to 
Ireland, a country he particularly loves. 
He is also a Millwall FC fan. 

The True Finns claim their opposition 
to non-European immigration is not 
based on racism but on labour market 
needs. Nevertheless, as their name 
implies, they stand against the 
multicultural society. 

The party's platform urges an end to 
the compulsory learning of Swedish in 
state schools and its replacement in the 
eastern part of the country by Russian. 


It also calls on the state to give greater 
support to initiatives that promote “truly 
Finnish" national culture. 

Several True Finns MPs are already the 
subject of controversy. Teuvo 
Hakkarainen was publicly reprimanded 
by Soini after the leading Finnish daily 
Helsingin Sanomat revealed that he had 
“used an expression that is generally 
considered to be an offensive racial slur, 
and made a mocking imitation of a 
Muslim call to prayer”. A further 
embarrassment for the party is that 
Hakkarainen, an outspoken critic of the 
EU who runs a sawmill business, 
received over €400,000 (£350,000) in 
EU subsidies. 

Another True Finns MP in Helsinki is 
Jussi Halla-Aho, a linguist and academic. 
A popular blogger, Halla-Aho was 
convicted in 2009 of “disturbing 
religious worship” after he wrote that 


’ Muhammed was a paedophile. Four 


True Finns MPs also belong to the 
vélkisch Suomen Sisu think-tank. 

Some observers believe a coalition 
agreement between the True Finns and 
the mainstream parties might pave the 
way for a similar arrangement in 
Norway. x 


NORWAY 


From Vepsen in Oslo 


WHEN P G WODEHOUSE created his 
satirical character Sir Roderick Spode, 
the seventh Earl of Sidcup and head of 
the fascist Black Shorts, he probably 
never realised that real life extremism 
could be even more bizarre than in his 
imagination. The Islamophobic English 
Defence League's choice of Norwegian 
bedfellows has proved it. 

On 9 April, the anniversary of Nazi 
Germany's assault on Norway during 
the Second World War, the Norwegian 
Defence League's attempt to stage an 
Islamophobic demonstration in central 
Oslo ended in fiasco, leaving TV viewers 
open-mouthed in astonished ridicule. 

The NDUL's leader Lena Andreassen, 
formerly connected with the violent nazi 
Bootboys group in Oslo, was unable to 
explain to TV reporters what the 
demonstration was about and seemed, 
behind her dark glasses, to be 
somewhat intoxicated as she declared 
she did not know much about Islam but 
intended to contact imams and mosques 
in Oslo to find out “how it works”. 

She was, however, opposed to Sharia. 

Frantically wetting her lips while 
wildly nodding her head, Andreassen 
expressed her fear that both extreme 
right-wingers and leftists might attack 
her demonstration. However, only nine 
people showed up to support her and 
listen to her confused speech. 

To one man, the show must have 
been more than embarrassing. Darren 
Marsh, alias Darren Lee, of the English 
Defence League (EDL) had come all the 
way from Britain to support the EDL's 
Norwegian comrades-in-arms. Being 
part of a demonstration outnumbered 
five to one by journalists, fifty to one 
by police and a hundred to one by anti- 
racists must have been humiliating, 
especially since Andreassen was the 
EDL’s own nominee to lead the NDL. 

Even before it was properly launched, 


Send in the clowns 


(below) Lena 
Andreassen: chosen 
by the EDL 


the NDL was a battleground for vicious 
infighting by the Norwegian extreme 
right. The EDL, probably unaware of 
the endless conflicts among the 
Norwegian extreme right, sided with 
one of the factions and chose Havar 
Krane, described by other racist 
activists as an “internet clown", to be 
the NDL's interim leader. Andreassen, 
adding to the clownish impression 
these characters so effortlessly create, 
soon replaced him. 

Since the April demonstration, anti- 
racist activists have been applauding 
the way Lena Andreassen has propelled 
the NDL towards the abyss while 
sections of the extreme right have been 
spreading the conspiracy theory that 
Andreassen is an agent of the Police 
Security Service. 

As a result, several extremist activists 
have withdrawn their support for the 
NDL and urged others to support Stop 
Islamisation of Norway (SIAN) instead. 

Faced with public ridicule, the EDL 
rapidly ditched Andreassen and posted 
on the NDL Facebook group: “This is a 
message from Tommy Robinson of the 


(right) Darren Marsh 
of the English 
Defence League 


English Defence League. After careful 
consideration and a lengthy investigation 
by our support group we have decided 
that we have no alternative but to 
declare a show of no-confidence in the 
current leadership and administration of 
the Norwegian Defence League. 

“We will no longer affiliate with, or 
support this version of the NDL. This 
decision was not taken lightly and we 
do acknowledge the efforts of the NDL 
to bring the problem of Islamism/ 
Islamists to Norway's attention but we 
feel that due to recent events we can 
no longer maintain our affiliation. 

This matter is now closed with the 
EDL. This decision is final. Thank you.” 

Andreassen and her friends vanished 
as administrators of the NDL Facebook 
group, leaving in charge Ronny Alte, a 
former member of the defunct biker 
club Badboys in Tonsberg whom 
Andreassen had previously kicked out. 
His motley crew of football hooligans, 
longstanding activists and exiled 
Russian nazis are unlikely to succeed in 
raising the NDL from the ashes to 
which Andreassen has reduced it. 
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Gottfried 
Ktissel's arrest 
in Vienna on 
4 April 
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AUSTRIA 


Arrests in Alpen-Donau 


web case 


From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


AFTER RAIDING more than 
20 homes and making three 
arrests in mid-April, the 
Austrian police are on the 
verge of dismantling the 
militant nazi Alpen-Donau 
website. 

The site went online on 
21 March 2009 and the 
authorities and anti-fascists 
have been trying to get it 
closed down since then. 

At the end of March 2011, 

it went offline when public 
pressure persuaded its US- 
based provider Dreamhost to 
pull the plug. 

However, on 20 April, the 
anniversary of Hitler's birth, 
the website was relaunched 
from another US-based 
provider, Wild West Domains, 
and has remained online 
despite denial-of-service 
(DoS) attacks. 

Austrian investigators claim 


to have gained access to the 
site's user data and eventually 
arrested three of Austria's 
most infamous nazis, 
Gottfried Kussel, Felix Budin 
and Wilhelm Christian 
Anderle. 

Kiissel, 53, is Austria's 
undisputable nazi figurehead. 
A frequently convicted 
football hooligan and nazi 
activist, who received an 11- 
year prison sentence in 1993, 
Kissel has played a key role 
in several nazi groups and 
forged close relationships with 
German nazi leaders. In the 
late 1980s and early 1990s, 
Kissel organised paramilitary 
training in Austria, which 
Heinz-Christian Strache — 
now leader of the far-right 
Freedom Party (FPO) — once 
joined “for a game”. 

Budin, 34, allegedly one of 
the site's administrators, is 


Kiissel's right-hand man and 
has been active since the mid- 
1990s. In his early years, he 
was a leader of the nazi New 
Youth Offensive (NJO) and 
later became a leading figure 
in the People's Extra- 
Parliamentary Opposition 
(VAPO). 

Anderle, 39, allegedly the 
webmaster, is infamous for 
the desecration of the Jewish 
cemetery in Eisenstadt in 
1992, when he and the nazi 
Wolfgang Tomsits smeared 
88 tombstones with 
swastikas, SS symbols and 
slogans such as “Sieg Heil,” 
and “Heil Haider”. 


a 


In 1993, Anderle went to 
South Africa for several 
months where he tried to 
hook up with the paramilitary 
nazi Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement (AWB). On his 
return, he was involved in 
advocating militant action, 
including bomb attacks. 

Investigations revealed his 
and Tomsits’s involvement in 
the cemetery desecration. 
Tomsits was jailed for four years 
and Anderle went to South 
Africa again. He returned in 
2003 after negotiating a deal 
with the Austrian state that 
later convicted him and jailed 
him for three years. 5 


BELGIUM. 


Back to basics 


racism 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet- 


RésistanceS in Brussels 


FLEMISH INTEREST (VB) New Flemish 
launched yet another aS 
u a i eader Bart 
back to basics” campaign ge Wever 

in mid-April at a conference Photo: 
in Antwerp. The initiative from flickr 
merely confirmed the pypawe 

y Cumps 


party's hardline views on 
immigration, asylum 
seekers and Islam. 


VB leader Filip Dewinter 4 
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paraded the concépt of a 
“homesickness grant” to 
encourage immigrants to 
return to their countries of 
origin. Another of his ideas 
was a “pay first, enjoy later” 
principle in managing social 
benefits in Belgium. 
Dewinter wants immigrants 
to pay a social security tax 
for a three-year period 
during which they 
could not 
4 claim any 
- benefits. The 
campaign is 
a dull and 


desperate attempt by 
Dewinter and the VB to 
reverse the extremist party's 
setbacks. 

The VB's renewed focus 
on immigration and Islam 
was hardly a surprise since 
“ownership” of the main 
nationalist policy, Flemish 
independence, is now 
shared with the VB's 
nationalist competitors in 
the New Flemish Alliance 
(N-VA) led by Bart De 
Wever, the latest rising 
“star” in the world of 
Flemish separatism. 


Fascists fail in May Day 
marches 
From Daniel Poohl for Expo in Stockholm 


Finnish fascist 
sniffs failure at 
Sédertalje rally 


© WE ees 


THE FASCIST National Democratic Party and Nordic 
Youth (NU) movement staged separate May Day 
demonstrations in Sweden but failed again in their 
annual attempt to shift the focus of the traditionally 
socialist workers’ holiday towards their extreme- 
right politics. 

The NU managed to gather a miserable 60 
activists for a march through Vasterds in central 
Sweden that ended with speeches from three 
members, one of whom ventured far from his 
ideological home by quoting the revolutionary 
socialist icon Che Guevara. This appears to have 
been a tactical move by the NU, which claims it 
wants to cooperate with militant leftist 
organisations in Sweden against “the common 
enemy, capitalism", an overture that has fallen on 
deaf ears. 

In Sédertalje, south of Stockholm, the British 
National Party's allies in the National Democrat 
(ND) party staged a three-hour event featuring 
Olavi Mdenpaa, a speaker from the Finnish 
National Freedom Party. Maenpaa used the 
opportunity to brand Timo Soini, the leader of the 
right-wing populist True Finns party which last 
month enjoyed electoral success, “a traitor”. 

According to a reporter from the anti-fascist 
magazine Expo, who observed the ND event, the 
small group of about 80 activists dwindled further 
as time progressed but, as in Vasteras no violent 
incidents were reported. 

Overall, the activities of the extreme right on 
May Day were quiet, anonymous and politically 
irrelevant. Neither the racist Sweden Democrats nor 
the violent nazi Swedish Resistance Movement 
staged any public activity. 


GERMANY 


Nazis abuse May Day 


From Jens Breuer for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net 


MORE THAN 2,000 nazis staged 
May Day marches in three 
different towns in an attempt to 
avoid mass anti-fascist 
mobilisations. 

In Halle an der Saale, a university 
town in Saxony-Anhalt, around 
900 people, mainly activists of the 
so-called Freie Kameradschaften, 
marched in pursuit of “national 
socialist revolution”. They were 
opposed by 750 anti-fascists 
blocking the streets. 

About 800 nazis from the 
National Democratic Party's 
youth group, the Young National 
Democrats (JN), together with 
the so-called Free Network 
South, organised a march in 
Heilbronn in Baden- 
Wiurttemberg. The police cracked 
down heavily on anti-fascist 
protesters, arresting over 300. 

Philippe Eglin from Switzerland, 
the Swedish fascist Dan Eriksson 
and Jiri Petrivalsky from the 
Czech Republic made speeches 
attacking “the forces in the 
background intent on killing the 
Volk" by means of the free 
movement of labour in the EU. 

In Greifswald on the Baltic 
coast, 350 NPD and JN ; 
supporters were led by Udo 
Pastors, chairman of the NPD's 


Banging the >. 
? drum for = 
fascism: i 
Halle May a 
Day 2011 
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parliamentary group in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, 
against 3,000 opponents. About 
1,500 people formed a human 
barrier, forcing the nazis to 
shorten their route. 

The militancy of the protests 
against the NPD was driven by a 
spate of attacks in the city in the 
run-up to May Day. On 27 April, 
people believed to be nazis 
firebombed the city's 
International Culture und Living 
project and attacked an 
alternative caravan project where 
only the speedy reaction of those 
on the site prevented a fire. 

Three days later, nazis tried to 
attack trade unionists putting up 
German Federation of Trade 
Unions (DGB) posters against the 
nazi march. During the same 
night, several people were 
attacked at their homes. 

And in Husum, in Schleswig- 
Holstein, 50 NPD and Freie 
Kameradschaften louts, armed 
with sticks and clubs, attacked a 
DGB event while it was being set 
up, kicking over information 
stalls, throwing chairs into the 
harbour and seriously assaulting 
a Left Party member. Police 
caught most of the nazis as they 
tried to escape. 
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FRANCE 


Media court 
undemonised FN 


By Taz for Reflex and Antifa- 
Net in Paris 


MARINE LE PEN is pressing ahead 
with her transformation of the 
National Front (FN). Although the FN 
remains an extreme-right party, it is 
breaking with some of the traditions 
maintained by its former leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen. 

Where Ms Le Pen’s father oscillated 
between provocation and self- 
victimisation in his relations with the 
media, she plays a cleverer game. She 
does not target journalists to be 
beaten up like her father did but has 
cultivated the techniques of modern 
communication, creating media- 
friendly sound bites. The result is that 
the media treat her like any other 
politician and she has developed 
cordial relations — unthinkable to her 
father — with some political journalists. 

The bigger change, however, is that 
Ms Le Pen seems to be rejecting the 
historical legacy of the French extreme 
right. Jean-Marie Le Pen led a broad 
church of various nationalist currents 
paying homage to the memory of key 
episodes of modern nationalist history 
(Vichy, Indo-China, Algérie Francaise 
etc). Marine Le Pen, on the other 
hand, chooses to rely on individuals 
rather than ageing factions linked to 
specific historical events and has 
discarded some of the party's baggage. 

By doing so, she runs the risk of 
conflict because many of these 
“historical” currents are more 
favourably disposed to her chief 
internal opponent, Bruno Gollnisch, 
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The National # 
Front's May 

Day 2011 rally 
in Paris failed 

to attract its 
usual numbers 


than to her. Outflanked by Le Pen, 
Gollnisch has been left saddled with 
an extremist image in the media. 

Le Pen’s changes, though, enable her 
to continue to defend the same ideas 
hammered relentlessly by her father 
throughout his political career — the 
fight against immigration and for “law 
and order” — but in a far more subtle, 
presentable and less controversial style. 

With this tactical change, she has 
carved out a golden role for the FN as 
a kind of reference point and arbiter of 
political life on these issues. Facing a 
mainstream parliamentary right that 
has decided to get tough on the two 
issues and has made more shock 
declarations in recent weeks than for 
years, the newly undemonised FN is 
routinely invited to comment on the 
policies of the ruling conservative 
Union for a Popular Majority (UMP). 

This “normalisation” of the FN, 
sought for so many years by some 
senior party officers, has had 
unexpected results. Although 
seemingly dying financially and 


stripped of much of the key activist 
layer that opposed Ms Le Pen’s 
elevation to leadership, the FN is able 
to function better despite the alleged 
influx of thousands of inexperienced 
new members. 

By copying the Socialist Party in 
giving live internet access to its 
national congress in Tours, the FN has 
been able to reach a new type of 
member with little interest in tasks 
such as flyposting, leafleting and 
campaigning for rallies, for whom the 
ultimate act of militancy was filling in 
the membership form. In the last 
district elections FN activism was 
almost non-existent. 

The evidence of the traditional FN 
parade on 1 May, which was poorly 
attended, seems to confirm that Ms Le 
Pen will run the party with a much 
smaller apparatus. It seems not 
impossible to envisage the day when 
Le Pen will dump the name Front 
National in favour of something more 
consensual to edge a little closer to 
power. & 


The strange case of the nazi symbol 


By Alfio Bernabei 


WHY IS A nazi symbol displayed in a 
Milan police station? How can an MP 
publish a political programme based on 
the 1925 “manifesto of fascist 
intellectuals” supporting the 
dictatorship? What makes a local 
election candidate plaster walls with 
posters showing Mussolini and the 
slogan “With you"? 

The questions refer to episodes of 
the past few months. If they were put 
to the five Senators in Silvio 
Berlusconi's party who recently 
sought to introduce a bill calling for 
the lifting of the ban on the 
reformation of the fascist party, one 
might get a straight answer: it's 
because the revisionist approach to 
fascism which started in about 1994 
has advanced sufficiently to enable 
the public display of nazi-fascist 
symbols and the reconstitution of 
fascism without fear of censure. 

Still, Roberto Maroni, the Interior 
Minister, could take time to find out 
why the Celtic cross, widely used by 
nazi-fascists of Forza Nuova, Fiamma 
Tricolore and Casa Pound, could be 
photographed inside Milan police 
station's “political office”. He could 
also investigate other sightings of such 
symbols in police stations. Not long 
ago Searchlight cited the case of a 
veteran antifascist who went to report 
nazi graffiti sprayed on a wall only 
to find himself faced by a fascist 
gadget on the police officer's desk. 
The explanation he received was the 
same as that provided by a spokesman 
for the Milan Police station. Certain 
items are “seized” from fascists, then 
end up mysteriously displayed by 
absent-minded police officers. 

As for the cut and paste job from 
the “manifesto of fascist 
intellectuals” presented as a political 


programme by the MP Domenico 
Scilipoti, secretary of Movimento 
Responsabilita Nazionale set up in 
support of Berlusconi's party, he said 
he couldn't help it if his thinking 
fitted with the “ancient and modern 
Italian spirit" of fascism. 

More forthright was Gianluca 
Caprasecca, also from Berlusconi's 
Party, who last month plastered 
Mussolini's image on posters for his 
council election campaign in the 
Lazio region. He declared himself 


g 
The Celtic Cross flag, 
favoured by nazis, 
arly visible inside 
Milan police stati 


certain that people were eager to 
show “respect” for the dictator. 
Exploiting the climate of impunity 
and more outspoken still was a train 
ticket collector caught on camera 
addressing an immigrant with the 
words: “| wish Hitler was back. 
He would cut your head off and put 
you in a gas chamber.” A spokes- 
person for that section of the Railways 
said it would be extremely difficult to 
investigate the case without more 
details about the journey in question. 
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World view 


Roundup 


SPAIN 


Franco regime 
still unpunished 


From Sandra Cortes in Madrid 


ON 14 APRIL, anti-fascists in Spain 
commemorated the eightieth 
anniversary of the proclamation of the 
Second Spanish Republic. It was the 
start of a revolutionary period that led 
the left to power and was then erased 
from history by the fascists during the 
Spanish Civil War and the subsequent 
dictatorship that lasted almost 40 years. 

Spanish democracy's war against the 
General Franco's fascist coup between 
1936 and 1939 attracted the attention 
of the world's anti-fascists who flocked 
to join the International Brigades but 
were betrayed by the Allies after the 
Second World War. 

Anti-fascists, especially in Spain, were 
convinced that after defeating Hitler and 
Mussolini the Allies would topple the 
hated Franco. Instead they left him in 
power to stop the advance of the left in 
Europe, despite the fact that he enjoyed 
the support of Hitler and Mussolini 
during the war and had sent volunteers 
to fight alongside the Nazis on the 
Eastern Front. 

Research groups working for the 
recovery of the historical memory of the 
Franco period have exposed and 
denounced the way in which Spain has 
allowed the crimes of fascism to go 
- unpunished long after the dictator's 
death in 1975. 

They especially criticise the Historical 
Memory Law adopted by the current 
Social Democratic government in 2007 
because it does not enforce a thorough 
investigation of the crimes perpetrated 
by the fascist state against democrats, 
has put the exhumation of mass graves 
of victims of fascism in the hands of 
private associations and autonomous 
regions and equates both sides in the 
Civil War. 

The 2007 law has prompted protests 
from the families of those who 
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Valencia commemoration of 22,000 victims of Franco fascism 


disappeared — probably murdered — 
following arrest during the Franco 
regime, because of its failure to 
guarantee their rights to “truth, justice 
and reparations". Public dissatisfaction 
with the draft of the 2007 law had 
already led 14 memorial associations to 
file a complaint concerning hundreds of 
such disappearances to the National 
Court in December 2006. 

In a belated response, National Court 
judge Baltasar Garzon tried to start 
limited research on the crimes of the 
Franco regime in October 2008 but was 
suspended from office in May 2010 ~ 
after a fascist organisation called 
HazteOir lodged allegations of 
malfeasance, claiming he had exceeded 
his authority in pursuing his 
investigations. Garzon's suspension was 
a severe disappointment to the 
thousands of individuals who had 
supported his efforts to begin to expose 
the enormity of the crimes committed 
by Franco's fascists. 

Incredibly, the Amnesty Law enacted 
in 1977, two years after Franco's 
death, is still in force and still being 
used to prevent the location and 
opening of mass graves that hold 
countless numbers of people murdered 
during the dictatorship. Not 


surprisingly, the Amnesty Law has 
been savagely criticised by Human 
Rights Watch and other respected 
human rights organisations. 

Spain's main opposition party, the 
conservative Popular Party (PP), was 
launched in 1976 — as the People's 
Alliance — by politicians who had held 
senior posts under Franco and were 
wary of, if not hostile to, any transition 
to democracy. Even today, the PP resists 
condemnation of the Franco regime, 
tries to impede investigation of its 
crimes and has funded fascist 
organisations such as the Francisco 
Franco Foundation. 

According to the Irish historian lan 
Gibson, 300,000 people went missing 
during Franco's regime, including 
30,000 children stolen from 
Republican families for forced 
adoption by fascist families. 

Garzon was also examining this 
unfinished business but, unfortunately, 


~ and despite protests from other 


countries, the Spanish government 
persists in hiding behind the limited 
Historical Memory Law and refuses to 
do more to uncover the crimes against 
humanity perpetrated by the fascists 
between 1936 and 1975, crimes that are 
still an open and bleeding wound. & 


NETHERLANDS 


Delaying tactics disrupt 


isterdam for Alert! and Antifa-Net 


From Jeroen 


REPEATED ATTEMPTS by 
Bram Moszkowicz, lawyer 
for the right-wing populist 
Geert Wilders, to manipulate 
his client's trial for inciting 
hatred are rapidly turning it 
into a farce and media show, 
diverting attention from the 
real issues. 

Wilders dismissed his 
judges as “all liberal 
democrats”, suggested the 
court could just as well be in 
Kenya and stated that if 
convicted he would not 
blame people for distrusting 
the legal system. The latest 
issue to come up before new 
judges in Amsterdam is a 
dinner that Professor Hans 
Jansen, an expert in Arab 
Studies and witness for 
Wilders, attended with Tom 
Schalken, the high court 


judge who had ordered the 
public prosecutor to proceed 
against Wilders for 
discrimination and inciting 
hatred. 

Moszkowicz questioned 
whether Schalken had tried 
to influence Jansen during 
the dinner. According to 
Wilders, the dinner host, 
journalist Bertus Hendriks, 
had lied about his motive for 
inviting Jansen. The court 
was adjourned while another 
was convened to consider 
this claim, which was 
dismissed. 

When the trial resumes in 
May, Wilders could call the 
three dinner participants to 
testify again and further 
delay proceedings. 

Meanwhile Wilders and his 
Freedom Party (PVV) have 


— 
™ 
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attacked freedom of speech, 
despite Wilders's claims to 
champion that principle. At 
the end of April, the 
distinguished cultural 
historian Thomas von der 
Dunk was to deliver the 
Arondéus Lecture, named 
after Willem Arondéus, a gay 
artist and Dutch resistance 
fighter during the Second 
World War, at the provincial 
government building in 
North Holland. The regional 
government is a coalition of 
the Christian Democrats 
(CDA) and the right-wing 
liberal People’s Party for 
Freedom (VVD). The PVV, 
under Hero Brinkman, is the 
biggest opposition party. 
When contacted by the 
CDA and VVD about the 
lecture, titled “The new 


hag 


w 


Islamophobe 
Geert Wilders 
on trial 


taboo about the war", and 
told it would be sharply 
critical of the PVV, Brinkman 
exploded and libellously 
raved: “If you give this 
antisemite a platform, | will 
not only saw him off at the 
ankles in a debate but 
perhaps it will also be the 
last Arondéus lecture." 

The lecture was cancelled 
but anti-racists organised an 
open-air lecture that was 
attended by more than 800 
people instead of the 160 
that would have filled the 
indoor venue. Once again, 
Brinkman had made it amply 
clear where the Freedom 
Party stands and shown off 
its favoured tactics of 
smearing its opponents, 
intimidation, using threats 
and abusing power. 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Strike ball 


Nick Lowles reports on another 
successful year for the HOPE not 
hate campaign 


| addressed covering letters. 
It was the most labour- 
intensive and 


lhe HOPE not hate newspapers. BNP and 
campaign can once again be _ English Defence League 
proud of what it achieved in _ thugs intimidated and 


the 2011 elections. Across the threatened our activists in | organisationally most 
country hundreds of activists played Thurrock, while in Luton the challenging part of our 
an important contribution in the BNP responded by issuing a campaign, as it required 
defeat of the BNP. leaflet that depicted Lenin | buying in electoral data, 
Against the backdrop of deep reading our HOPE not hate | separating the women 
public spending cuts, a new newspaper and some from the men, mail- 
coalition government and the AV bizarrely photoshopped merging le 
referendum, to say nothing of the images of myself and and making 
BNP’s own decline over the past Colonel Gaddafi together. our activists 
year, it was always going to be hard In addition to the local Ee delivered them to, 
to generate the same interest and versions of the newspaper, ISTS the correct houses, 
involvement as in 2010. Then, with = we also produced TH but we believed it 
the BNP pushing hard to win customised editions for the E was one of the most 
control of Barking and Dagenham PCS union and Unison. BOOT effective tools in our 
council and gain its first MPs, Addressing the economic | electoral armoury. 
literally thousands got involved. concerns of trade union In several areas we 
This year's campaign was always members, as highlighted in | also produced : 
going to be focused on those 25 our Fear and HOPE survey, is | 1 ALWA election day knock- 
wards where the BNP posed a a growing element of our | TRU Tr up cards. These went 
serious threat. Obviously our election strategy. In addition Oe =«__ only to identified anti- 
activists and local groups were to the newspapers, we Senate! |HOTEFOR TE Daas oh BNP households, so as 
encouraged to distribute material produced a leaflet | not to remind BNP 


anywhere the BNP stood, but our _— aimed specifically at _ voters to turn out. 
priority was always to defeat the union members, which | In some cases they 
sitting BNP councillors and _ highlighted why the were followed up 
preventing the party from winning BNP did not have A with a second card 
any more. the answers for today's Just 4 hours to go to and a knock-up later 
With the BNP holding just two of | economic problems. give the BNP the boot in the day. 
the 11 seats it was defending and For the second year In Thurrock we 
its failure to win any new ones, we running we teamed up with | | specifically targeted BAME 
can happily say it was job done. Unison to produce material | voters to ensure they voted. 
In collaboration with the that reached out to women | The 2011 campaign was 
National Union of Teachers and voters in our target wards. | smaller than last year’s but it 
the Daily Mirror, we produced The tone and content of | was just as sophisticated and 
locally customised tabloid these leaflets was soft, targeted. As the BNP 
newspapers for each of our key family-orientated and struggles to survive, HOPE 
risk areas. Five of the eight pages — spoke of the division and not hate can be proud of 
were common to each edition trouble the BNP could bring | our role in its undoing. No 
leaving us three pages to address __to an area. single leaflet or action beats 
local issues and concerns. These Over 100,000 of these | the BNP; rather it is the 
were often given over to positive leaflets were distributed to | culmination of years of 
local stories. women in our key 25 campaigning in the very 
Understandably, the BNP wards, many hand- pe communities targeted by 
reacted with fury to these effective delivered with individually " wwwhopenothate org.uk the fascists. a 
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) Word of HOPE 
delivered all 
around Britain 


Local HOPE not hate teams 
were out around the country 
during the election campaign 
delivering newspapers, 
leaflets, direct mail letters 
and knock-up cards. 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Thurrock — a BNP-free zone 


By Ellie Lowe 


THIS YEAR saw the most 
successful HOPE not Hate 
campaign in Thurrock yet, as the 
British National Party's vote 
collapsed leaving the council 
completely BNP-free again. 

Campaigning began in 
November and in the following 
months at least 20 local people 
regularly came out to target key 
areas with the anti-BNP message. 
In April the campaign stepped up 
a gear, over 60 people covered 
four of the key wards with 12,000 
HOPE not hate tabloids, spurred 
on by the fact that the BNP had 
only managed to field seven 
candidates across the borough. 

While we were out working 
hard to spread positive messages, 
the BNP's activist base had 
disintegrated and those remaining 
were only capable of putting on 
lacklustre street stalls and shouting 
abuse at passers-by. 

Hard work continued right up to 
polling day, with thousands more 
newspapers distributed and 


thousands of direct mails 
delivered to key voters. 
On polling day, a dedicated 
HnH team went out 
knocking up the anti-BNP 
vote in West Thurrock. 

At the count the next day 
it was clear Thurrock had 
finally rejected the BNP. 

In the Tilbury seat the 
party was defending, Mick 
Braun took third place with 
a paltry 193 votes. In 2007 
the BNP obtained 7,149 
votes across the borough, 
but in 2011 only 1,368. It 
was a great campaign with 
some really fantastic 
people dedicated to wiping 
out hate. 

The count only served to 
confirm how decisively the 
BNP had been crushed. 
Cries from the BNP’s 
organiser of “We'll be 
back" were met only 
by jeers and heckles from 


in Thurrock 
the crowd. 


HOPE not hate 


campaigners 


Challenging fear in North Wales 


By Joe Mulhall, campaign organiser 


IN 2007 THE British National Party 
came uncomfortably close to winning a 
regional list Welsh Assembly seat in 
North Wales and so the need for us to 
organise was all too obvious. 

Tensions were already running high 
following the fire at Shotton Lane social 
club, which was to be converted into 
an Islamic centre, and so the BNP's 
Mike Whitby contested the 
constituency election in Alyn and 
Deeside in an attempt to stir up more 
racial friction in the area. 

Our campaign concentrated on the 
Wrexham and Deeside areas with well 
over 20,000 regionally specific 
newspapers being distributed. The 
English Defence League had recently 
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visited the area and the BNP was very © 
active locally, so there was a tangible 
sense of anxiety among local residents. 
Following Whitby's announcement of 
his intention to stand, all four 
candidates from the major parties 
issued a joint condemnation of the BNP. 
This sense of unity in the face of the 
BNP’s attempts to divide the local 
community was present throughout 
the campaign. 

A large variety of local people come 
out to protect their community with 
tremendous support from political 
activists, trade union members, trades 
council representatives and even nuns 
from the local convent. | was inundated 
with messages of support and offers of 


help from people eager to distribute 
newspapers in their area. 

Come our Day of Action on 16 April 
almost all our newspapers had already 
gone out. In Wrexham the Plas Madoc 
area and key parts of the Caia Park 
estate were covered, while in Deeside 
local activists leafleted in Shotton and 
Connah's Quay. 

In addition to distributing leaflets the 


‘ campaign provided opportunities for 


local people, concerned about rising 
social tension, to meet and discuss their 
feelings and ideas about how they can 
combat it together. The community's 
hard work paid off with the BNP’s share 
of the vote in North Wales halving and 
Whitby coming in a distant last place. 


www.hopenothate.org.uk 


BNP stronghold f 


From Jason Hunter HOPE not hate Burnley co-ordinator 


AMID AN EFFECTIVE HOPE not 
hate strategy, which has 
progressively ground down the 
BNP support in Burnley, one ward 
seemed to be bucking the trend. 
That ward was Hapton with Park, 
arguably the strongest BNP ward 
in the country. Having won five 
out of the past seven elections, the 
BNP saw this ward as their own. 
Victory for Labour last year, after a 
strong campaign by us, was 
dismissed by the BNP as a product 
of the high general election 
turnout. 

This year would be the real test 
and it was a test we passed with 
flying colours, achieving an 
unbelievable victory at the BNP's 
expense. Joanne Greenwood, a 
fresh young Labour candidate, 
beat the BNP by 502 votes and in 
the process slashed their share of 
the vote in half. 

The BNP themselves had no 
doubt who was responsible. 

Amid the vulgar expletives at the 
count, they claimed it was not a fair 
fight. The HOPE not hate “scum” 
had somehow given Labour an 
unfair advantage they moaned. 
They could not understand that 
their own support, won easily in 
the heat of racial tensions in no 
small part of their own making, 
would not be resilient enough to 
resist an honest campaign based on 
decent values and the truth. 

The campaign succeeded 
through plain hard work. 

Almost 40 people contributed in 
some way to the victory, including 
members of UNISON, Unite, the 
FBU and the CWU. 

Having beaten the BNP back 
elsewhere we could concentrate 
our effort, which once was spread 
across half the borough. HOPE not 
hate has distributed eight pieces of 
literature in the ward over the past 
two years, several outside election 
periods. 


The centrepiece this year was 
the eight-page tabloid, with 
positive local stories but warnings 
of BNP extremism. It was 
distributed on our regional day of 
action in mid-April, with 
colleagues from as far as 
Stockport, Salford and Trafford 
supporting our mainly local team. 

This third-party material is 
needed as the BNP aims to 
present itself as a normal political 
party, caring about local people, 
services and keeping down the 
council tax. As some of its 
members are part of the local 
community, it is vital to remind 
people of the extremism and 
nastiness of the party they have 
chosen as a vehicle. 

However, it is never enough 
just to show how bad the BNP is 
— you have to offer voters a 
positive alternative. The vibrant 
Labour campaign contained clear 
localised messages and held BNP 
councillors to account for local 
failings. Statements such as 
“what the BNP are not telling 
you", “vote BNP and get 
nothing” were interspersed with 
positive messages, a promise to 
be active, to hold regular 
surgeries, to stand up for local 
people in hard times. 

The campaign culminated with 
three leaflets in the last few days. 
One showed a map of the ward 
and Labour actions and promises 
for the future. A last-minute leaflet 
covered the whole ward with a 
positive front cover and a 
reminder of BNP failures. All this 
work was supported by door-to- 
door canvassing. 

The result was that voters were 
saying that Labour were the only 
ones doing anything, and that 
voters who wanted to stop the 
BNP, the vast majority, had no 
doubt who was the only candidate 
that could beat them. 


The Labour team campaigned 
until the polls closed. The local 
BNP, by contrast, wasted time 
driving around taking photos of 
their opponents. It was an awful 
end to an awful campaign and one 
which saw them struggle to get 
any material out. 

The BNP were decisively beaten 
and from a high of eight 
councillors at one stage they are 
now down to just the one. a 


Burnley edition 
of the HOPE not 
hate newspaper 
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The last word... last word... 


BURNLEY BORN, 
BURNLEY PROUD 


Jason Hunter is the HOPE not hate organiser in Burnley, where he has lived since birth. 
Here he tells Searchlight about their campaign to rid the area of the BNP. 


How has it been living in a town with 
so many BNP councillors? 

In the early stages it was bad. Images of 
our campaigners being threatened and 
chased off certain areas, of kids 
throwing stones at the MP shouting 
“BNP", of increased hate crimes, of taxi 
drivers being beaten up, are etched on 
the memory. We had even wealthy 
residents blaming their slightest 
difficulties on all the money being spent 
in Asian areas. This was a vicious circle 
with increasing tension driving some 
usually tolerant people to line up behind 
their own community. 

The roof did not fall in as a result of 
them winning seats, but this was 
because they did nothing with their 
position and we exposed them for this. 
This was not inevitable. It was because 
we kept them under pressure and they 
lost their nerve. 


Are BNP voters all racist? 

No, although a minority obviously are. 
We found that there is a significant soft 
BNP vote which voted as a protest, 
often because BNP seemed to be the 
only one criticising the status quo. 
When all three mainstream parties 
engage, the disaffected have 
somewhere else to go. 

But there is also a harder core vote 
who have got used to voting BNP and 
have a degree of loyalty, but even here 
there are gradations of support for the 
BNP programme. Very few understand, 
or care, about Griffin's hardline 
principles, they just see him talking 
about immigration, political correctness 
and other issues of identity that others 
were not addressing. However, even 
here we have shown that the BNP have 
none of the answers. 


You are also a trade unionist. How 


does that fit alongside anti-fascism? 
From this standpoint anti-fascism is a 
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Jason Hunter with Unison colleague Liane Venner having a break during campaigning 


natural instinct. How do we organise a 
workplace if we don't recruit all workers 
and treat them equally. Unions pull 
people together and unite them against 
the rich and powerful. Fascists in power 
favour authoritarianism and naturally 
view unions as their enemy. 


Would you say that the BNP are 
finished in Burnley? 

Too early to say. Some of the issues that 
draw people to them still exist, with the 
cuts and recession some may intensify. 
But the BNP have proved spectacularly 
incapable of exploiting these issues 
beyond mere complaining. Whilst they 
could in theory learn from their 
mistakes and make a comeback, | also 
think we've learned from ours in letting 
them gain support in the first place and 
| think we now know how to beat them 
anywhere, thanks to HOPE not Hate. 


What has been your proudest political 
achievement? 

| have been politically active since 1976. 
Yet helping to weaken the BNP in my 
town is the most important thing | have 


done. The clearest expression of this 
success was the result in Hapton with 
Park this year, beating them by 502 in 
their strongest ward in the country. 


You are active in HOPE not hate. Why? 
HOPE not Hate, and Searchlight which 
founded it, stood with us through the 
most difficult days of the BNP threat. 
You studied the situation and gave us a 
way forward. You interspersed positive 
messages with intelligence-based 
information on the BNP. Without you 
the story would have gone so 
differently. You helped us to find our 
own way to beat them, and it has 
worked repeatedly year after year. | will 
stick with HOPE not Hate for life as we 
need to be eternally vigilant in 
defending a modern progressive Britain 
and world. 


Away from politics and work, what do 
you enjoy doing? 

| am a family man first and foremost. 

| read widely, like a good walk, an 
occasional beer and follow my local 
team Burnley FC. a 
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hate campaign Against fascism and racism 


INVESTIGATIVE 
ANALYTICAL 
INTERNATIONAL 
CAMPAIGNING 


rchlight 


Every month, for 36 years, Searchlight has 
been exposing the far right in Britain and 
abroad. It carries out investigations, reports 
on fascist activity and highlights our own 
campaign. It is the first port of call for 
activists, academics and journalists. 


The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself informed on 
what is going on in the BNP and learn about 
the HOPE not hate campaign around the 
country you should subscribe to Searchlight. 


France burns 


Subscribing by standing order 
will save you 20% on the cover price and 
protect you from future price rises. 
Searchlight, the essential magazine for HOPE 
not hate organisers. 


=a ‘ | . =. B SSichichh I 


| Slibecibe to Searchlight 06/2011 
} £24 UK individuals £18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations 
£36 Europe individuals £43 Non Europe individuals £48 All non-UK organisations 


Please start my subscription with the next issue 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 


Name 
Address 
Postcode 
Amount £ 
Or pay by standing order 
Please debit my account with the sum of £ immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No Sort Code 
| Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, 
Sort Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 


PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. *Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 
Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 


* 


HOLOCAUST DENIAL 


The David Irving trial 
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FROM CABLE STREET TO OLDHAM 
Charting the highs and lows of anti- 
fascism, From Cable Street to Oldham is a 
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the years. Price £6.50 inc p&p 
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we asked our supporters what the defeat of the 
it in messages. Here are just a few of them. 
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